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[ - - EuEep N "'§ NI - And he shall bring it to Awron’s descendunts, the kohunim. From

the time of the Hasmoneans and the Greek Hellenizers, Sefer Vayikra has been auacked merci-

O lessly for the institution of korbunes. The Gemara (Sukiah 56b) tells the story of Miriam daughter
of Bilga who apostatized and married a Greck officer. She entered the Temple, removed her shoe,

A and banged iz on the altar. exclaiming, Wolf, wolfl how Jong will vou consume the material wealth of ihe
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The carly Chrisilans sought o auack the instituzion of the Temple and took aim art the ko-
hanim and the Temple scrvice. Anvone familiar with the history of this period knows how deep
their hatred ran towards Toras Kohanim (the Bool: of Leviticus®, a hatred that intensified during
the rise of Christianity in the Middle Ages. They consistently sough: to deride and helittle the

{f institwion of korfunoes,

Throughout the vears. the form of derision has changed. hut the intent rzmains the same. One -

of the earliest modificaiions enacted by Reform Judaism was the oxcision of karbanes rom the seder |
tefileh. Modern Bible criticism 1s a veiled atheistic and agnostic aliempt to continue the Christian
atack against Toras Rohanin, The tse of the term “Priesily Code” by Bible crirics 1= a rainly con-!
{ cealed artempt to discredit Sefer Vavikia. branding it as a subsequent additi
by a group of kokanim after the rerurn from the Babvlonian exile to Zion. o foree a priestly aris-
weracy on the people. i i

O 10 i canon writien

Knesses Yisracl remained faithful and wue o our s iood strongly in defense of
Toras Kehanim. displaying more devotion and commitmeni 1o us siudy with 2ach atiempr at dis-'
aA crediting it, as expressed by all the books and commentary o peen writien on Sefer Vayikra.
The Babylonian Talmud includes only Muascches B foy Zerabm, as the other tractates
related to agriculwure apply only in Ercts Yirae! and were. thereiors, more fully coversd in the |

Jerusalem Talmud. Similarly. Museches Niddah is the enly tractate of Tahmud in Seder Teharos. with
A the rest limited to Mishnuzos. When it comes to Soder Rodshim, bowever the Talmud Bavli contains
a full set of tractates. Qur devotion even in exile is evident by the fact that of all the Midrashic
books written on the Torah. only the Sifra D'vel Ruy, teferred o as Torus Kokgnint. was writien
3 in_Babylonia. Rashi and Tesgfos, the classical commeniaries on Talwaud Bavli. are not available for
Mishnavos Tahares and Zeraim. However. Rashi and Tosdfos commented on the tractates in Kadshim
? as extensively as they did on Scder Moeced or Nashim,
To reinforee RKadshim in oug daily biveg, the passage “Eizchu Mozoman —M ishnavos from Maseches |
:.L'\’C}CililPl—iS included in our daily siddur. YWe include the opering sccuen of Toras Kohanim, the .
baruisu of Rabbi Yishmael and the thirteen auribuies through which the Torah is explicated, in
our korbanos recttatton to rainforce the inheremt connecuon bevaeen Torah shehichsay and Torah
’7" she'be'al peh regarding korbanes. :
According to one opinton in the Gemara (Berichos 26bY, our daily wfilos are direcily connected
tothe daily sacrifices offered at the same time of the day, Aczording o Dsajos. our Musaf
of wozy oz mpywy sowill vee reander the cabves of dur fips < Hos. V20 3%—our wofilos ave substiiutes for
the specific sacrifices offered. The Midrash (Vavikra Rabiah. Tzov 7:3Y quotes an ancient accepted
5 tradition according 10 which the cducation of voung children commenced with th

Vavikra.
After the destruction of the Second Temple. Rakban Yochanan hen Zakat enacted many akanos

Avedoh alive In our comn nemuery, Despite the sceming absurdity

1o keep the Temple and i
of hoping for such a Tuture in such a dark and forebeding time. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakarhad the
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f=- 72322 1R YO - And he shall split it open with its wmgfeatheis {intact]. Birds were generally
offered as an olah by those who could not afford to pay for an animal offering. The Torah here indi-
cates that the bird is sacrificed along with its feathers. Rashi explains that even though the burning
of feathers results in a foul smell, if the feathers were 10 be removed the bird offering would look
scant and insignificant. The Torah was sensitive to the feelings of the indigent, allowing the poor to

(orecognize that their sacrifice was as valued as those of their wealthy peers.

A passage in Berachos 17a reflects this idear A favoriie saving of the rabbis of'l’m nch was: L am Gad’s
creature and my fellow is God's creature. My labor fmelacht] is in the city, ained his labor is in the fields.

[ vise carly for my laber: and he vises earlv for his labor: Just as he does not presuime to do my laboy; so do

[ ot presume to do his labor: Will vou say, I do much and he Joes litele? We have learned: One may ac-

, complish much or onc may a;cmnpmh litdle, as long as the individual directs his heart to heaven.

The rabhis of Yaymeh had a sacred mission. ThmuOh every page of the Jerusalem and Babylonian
almud they guaranteed the eternity of Israel. Yei these same rabbis malniained that thelr mission
was of equal value to their brothers in Galilee and judea who worked in the fields. who provided
[ood to their brothers in the cities. But what of historical significance did these anonymous farmers

accomplish on behalf of the nation of Isracl? We know well ol Rabban Gamliel. Rabbi Eiuar and
RabBiAKRE. but of what | asting import is the work of these unknown tillers of the soil?

The relative significance of ones assignment does not depend on the specifics of the mission.
how much of the assignment he completes, or its lasting effect. One cannot assess the relative
importance of his divine assignment, Wholehearted accentance and the will to carry out the as-

signment are all that matter, Accomplishment is not what sanciifies an individual. it s the faithful-

ness with which one engages in the assighment. Holiness is associated not with perceived success.
bﬁT}Th‘Wm is ot judged by his accomplishments. but by the devotion and sacrifice
through which he pursues his mission.

Th‘. word melachii implies an employec-employer relationship. A worker must do whar the

"\,fp emplover assigns him. The rabbis of Yav neh recagnized that their work as well as the farmer’s work

,was assigned b},rhz—. same Emplover. Rabban Yachanan ben Zakai was given the rask to spiritually
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save the Jewish natidn, while the farmers task was to ensure that the scholars fuifill their mission
5y providing them food.

Jewish scholars have traditionally required support 1o survive. The farmers supported their
scholar brothers. just as Zebulon supported Issachar (see Rashi on Deut. 33:18). Without the work-
ars in the fleld. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai could not study in the city. The farmer may remain
nenymous. but the scholar/leader depends on him. :Moruh 1956. Derashot Haruv, np. 57-58)
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